THE COUNT OF SAINT MARSAN.

IT is curious to notice how formidable Napoleon
continued to be, even after the retreat from Rus-
sia, and how much he was dreaded. The blood-stained
snows had wrought no injury to the pedestal on which
stood that colossal figure. Even Germany, though
eowecl and impatient, did not dare to express her
hatred openly, It was in secret councils and mys-
terious meetings that the general insurrection was
prepared* Judging from the diplomatic conditions,
Napoleon seemed to enjoy the name power. His
representatives at Berlin and at Vienna, the Count
of Saint Mamwi and Count Otto, were treated with
the utmost respect Austria and Prussia appeared,
officially at least, desirous of maintaining and even of
strengthening the French alliance* The two ambas-
sadors received the most cordial assurances and the
most lavish promises. We have inspected the corre-
spondence of these two diplomatists and that of Gen-
eral the Count of Narbonne* who* in 1818, succeeded
Count Otto as French Ambassador at Vienna, The
greater number of the despatches we quote have
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